^5  2 


County  of  Renfrew 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

For  the  Year  1956. 


by 


J.  S.  M.  GRAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
County  Medical  Officer. 


County  of  Renfrew 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

For  the  Year  1956. 


by 


J.  S.  M.  GRAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
County  Medical  Officer. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28656179 


TO  WE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND  AND 
WE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  WE  COUNTY  OF  RENFREW. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Acts,  and  of  the  Department  of  Health 
for  Scotland,  I beg  to  present  the  Report  on  public  health  and 
welfare  administration  in  the  County  of  Renfrew  for  the  year 
1956.  The  year  was  outstanding  for  the  introduction  of  a 
scheme  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis,  details  of  which 
are  given  in  the  Report.  The  general  health  of  the  County  was 
good  and  there  was  no  undue  prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.S.M  GRAY, 


County  Medical  Officer. 


CONTENTS 


Page 

Vital  Statistics,  .....  1 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease,  . . 5 

Infectious  Diseases  - Hospital  Removals,  . 6 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  ...  8 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care,  10 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  . . 18 

Port  Health  Administration,  ...  31 

Pood  Supply,  ......  31 

Welfare  Services,  .....  32 

Mental  Health  Services,  ....  39 


Appendix,  ......  43 

Tables 

A,  45 

B,  46 

C,  47 

D,  .......  48 

E,  49 

F,  .......  50 

G,  .......  51 

H,  52 

J,  53-59 

K,  .......  60 


; 'J 


•■o 


i' 


r.  ■>  ' 

U'.iiTl 

“■>  vei'i 

jiiii  aneriJOfr  ic  n 

J . 


COUNTY  OF  RENFREW 

ANNUAL  REPORT  BY  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1956. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  of 
the  County  to  be  135,144  This  figure  is  the  total  of  the 
Landward  population  and  the  population  of  the  four  Small 
Burghs  There  were  no  significant  changes  in  the  population 
distribution  during  the  year  under  review.  The  details  of 
these  figures  are  as  follows: - 


1955 

1956 

County  Landward, 

77.  628 

7 8,  2 27 

Burgh  of  Renfrew, 

17, 589 

17. 681 

Burgh  of  Johnstone, 

16, 281 

16. 372 

Burgh  of  Barrhead, 

. . . 

13,510 

13, 700 

Burgh  of  Gourock, 

9.  170 

9,  164 

134, 178 

135, 144 

BIRTH  RATES 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  2,368  which 
gives  a birth  rate  of  17.5.  The  birth  rate  for  Scotland  was 
18.5.  The  consistency  of  birth  and  death  rates  over  the  past 
eight  years  has  been  maintained  and  there  are  no  outstanding 
conditions  to  note.  The  birth  rate  of  17.2  in  1948  is  now 
exceeded  by  the  present  year’ s birth  rate  of  17.5.  The  details 
of  number  of  births  and  birth  rates  by  districts  are  shown  in 
the  Table  Further  details  of  the  bi rths, showing  the  number  of 
still-births  and  of  illegitimate  births  according  to  districts, 
will  be  found  in  Table  *A‘  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

1955  1956 


Rir ths 

Birth  Rate 
per  1 000 
of  Population 

Rir ths 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
of  Population 

County  Landward 

1 199 

15.  0 

1. 251 

15  9 

Burgh  of  Renfrew 

344 

19. 6 

318 

18.0 

Burgh  of  Johnstone 

311 

19.  1 

328 

20.  0 

Burgh  of  Barrhead 

286 

21.  2 

315 

23.  0 

Burgh  of  Gourock 

135 

14.  7 

156 

17.  0 

2.  275 

17.  0 

2.  368 

17  5 

2 


DEATH  RATES 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  1,584 
which  is  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  11.7.  For  Scotland  the 
death  rate  was  12.0  The  details  of  the  deaths  and  death  rates 
according  to  districts  are  shown  in  the  Table. 

1 955  1956 


Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1 000 
of  Population 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
of  Population 

County  Landward 

993 

12.  8 

953 

12.  1 

Burgh  of  Renfrew 

205 

11.  7 

190 

10.7 

Burgh  of  Johnstone 

193 

11.9 

169 

10.  3 

Burgh  of  Barrhead 

148 

11.0 

157 

11.  5 

Burgh  of  Gourock 

122 

13.  2 

115 

12.  5 

1, 661 

12.  4 

1,584 

11.  7 

In  Table  ‘B’  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Annual  Report  will  I 
be  found  details  of  the  causes  of  death  in  relation  to  age  I 
groups.  The  Table  on  page  3 of  the  Report  shows  the  deaths  j 
over  the  last  fifteen  years  from  infectious  diseases,  (Tuber-  I 
culosis  and  Diphtheria  being  shown  separately),  and  from  the 
principal  causes  of  death,  namely,  Cancer,  Circulatory  Diseases 
and  Respiratory  Diseases.  In  this  same  Table  is  shown  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

The  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  continue  at  a very 
low  figure.  For  the  seventh  year  in  succession  there  were  no 
deaths  from  Diphtheria  I am  happy  to  direct  attention  to  the 
deaths  from  Tuberculosis  which  numbered  18,  of  which  16  were 
deaths  from  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease  and  2 from  the 
non- respiratory  form.  This  is  the  lowest  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease  so  far  recorded  It  is  five  less  than  the  lowest 
hitherto  recorded,  which  was  in  1953  when  there  were  23  deaths, 
and  it  is  an  encouragingly  low  figure  when  compared  to  the 
figures  of  1941  and  1942  which  were  100  and  105  respectively  I 


DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES. 
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DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Influenza, 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 


Syphilis,  ... 
Pneumonia  (all  forms), 


Area 

3 
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1 

4 

3 

6 

- 

3 

- 
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- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

18 

3 

2 

1 

1 

6 

16 

2 

4 

25 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

There  were  626  cases  of  infectious  disease  (exclusive 
of  tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year,  which  was  51  more 
than  last  year  when  the  number  was  575.  A slight  increase  in 
the  notified  cases  of  chickenpox  and  a marked  increase  in  the 
notified  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  responsible  for  the 
increase  Only  three  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  as 
against  9 in  the  previous  year.  One  case  of  diphtheria  was 
notified  during  the  year  It  occurred  in  a child  who  had  not 
been  immunised 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - HOSPITAL  REMOVALS 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  including  all 
forms  of  tuberculosis,  notified  during  the  year,  the  number  of 
removals  and  the  percentage  of  cases  removed  are  shown  in  the 
undernoted  Table.  In  1955  the  percentage  of  cases  removed  was 
63.8. 


Disease 

Cases 

Cas  es 

removed  to 
Hospi tal 

Percentage 
of  Cases 
removed  to 
Hospi tal 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis, 

10 

10 

100.  0 

Poliomyelitis,  Acute,  ... 

3 

3 

100.  0 

Diphtheria,  ...  ... 

1 

1 

100. 0 

Scarlet  Fever, 

178 

122 

68.  5 

Erysipelas , ...  ... 

16 

4 

25.  0 

Puerperal  Fever,  ... 

2 

2 

100.  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia,  ... 

4 

4 

100. 0 

Chickenpox , ...  ... 

16 

15 

93.  7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,... 

104 

72 

69.  2 

Non-Pu lmonary  Tuberculosis, 

7 

2 

28.  6 

Para.  Typhoid  B. , ... 

1 

1 

100.0 

Dysentery , ...  ... 

71 

29 

40.  8 

Food  Poisoning , ... 

24 

2 

8.  3 

Whooping  Cough,  ... 

101 

4 

25.0 

Meas les , ...  ... 

8 

5 

62.  5 

Malaria,  ...  ... 

1 

1 

100.0 

Pneumonia,  Influenzal,  ... 

1 

- 

- 

Pneumonia,  Primary,  ... 

126 

98 

77.  7 

Pneumonia,  not  otherwise 
noti f iable , ...  ... 

14 

1 1 

78.  5 

Continued  Fever,  ... 

2 

2 

100. 0 

Encephalitis  Lethargies, 

1 

1 

100.  0 

Gastro  Enteritis, 

25 

25 

100.0 

Septic  Abortion,  . . . 

3 

3 

1 00.  0 

Other  Diseases, 

18 

18 

100.0 

737 

435 

59  02 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  OCCURRING  IN 
PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS 


No.  of  Cases 


Caldwell  House,  Uplawmoor. 
Chicke  npox , ...  ... 

Num ber 
of  Cases 

1 1 

j.u.  uj 

removed  to 
Hosp ital 

11 

Frimary  Fneumonia,  ... 

1 

1 

Dykebar  Mental  Hospital, 
Paisley. 

Erysipelas.  ...  ... 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ... 

8 

1 

Kingston  Hostel,  N ei l s ton. 
Food  Poisoning.  . . . 

1 

1 

L intwh i te  Hostel, 

Bridge  of  Weir. 

Primary  Pneumonia.  . . 

1 

1 

Muirhead  House,  by  Linwood. 
Gastro  Enteritis,  ... 

1 

1 

Primary  Pneumonia,  ... 

1 

1 

Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland, 
Bridge  of  Weir. 

Dysentery , ... 

11 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ... 

1 

1 

St.  Gerard’s  Convent 
of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

Dysentery , ...  . . 

1 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis,  ... 

1 

1 

St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
Convalescent  Home,  Langbank. 

Scarlet  Fever ,.. . ... 

2 

2 

Y.H.C.A.,  Bishopton. 

Primary  Pneumonia,  ... 

1 

1 

Totals , 

43 

23 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Protection  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
continues  to  be  carried  out  at  the  clinics  in  the  burghs  and 
landward  part  of  the  County  and  also  by  general  practitioners 
The  number  of  immunisations  done  was  a little  more  than  the 
previous  year  for  first  inoculations,  and  maintenance  inocula- 
tions, given  to  children  on  reaching  the  age  of  five,  increased 
from  1094  to  1752.  The  response  to  protection  against  diphtheria 
continues  to  be  disappointingly  low  in  spite  of  all  the 
propaganda  employed  and  it  is  interesting  to  observe  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  combined  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria 
immunisations.  Health  visitors  and  the  Council’s  medical  staff 
are  finding  in  their  visits  to  homes  and  their  work  at  the 
clinics  that  the  emphasis  now  is  placed  by  parents  on  pro- 
tection against  whooping  cough,  and  diphtheria,  as  it  were,  is 
an  afterthought  Indeed,  were  it  not  that  the  protection  is 
combined  in  the  one  double  inoculation,  protection  against 
diphtheria  would  be  even  smaller 


Year  of  Birth 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

or  earlier 


Diphtheria 
I mmun i sat  ion 

7 
46 
20 
12 
10 

1 14 
191 
42 

8 
2 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 


463 


Combined 
Whooping  Cough 
and  Diphtheria 
I mmunis ation 

220 

953 

142 

28 

15 

20 

7 

2 

1 

1 


1 , 389 


Main tenance 
Inoculations 


2 
37 
845 
6 39 
95 
1 1 
15 
24 
10 
1 1 
26 
1 5 

22 


1 , 752 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  an  important  circular  was 
issued  from  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  advising 
local  authorities  that  the  Government  proposed  to  introduce 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  as  part  of  the  National 
Health  Service.  A vaccine  against  poliomyelitis,  a disease 
which  is  very  prevalent  in  the  United  States  of  America,  had 
been  introduced  in  that  country  some  years  previously  and  its 
progress  had  been  watched  with  interest  elsewhere  An  unfortun- 
ate mistake  in  the  rigid  preparation  procedure  had  given  a 
temporary  setback  to  a more  general  adoption  of  this  vaccine 
but  reports  from  various  countries  show  that  up  to  the  end  of 
1955  attack  rates  for  paralytic  poliomyelitis  were  from  two  to 
five  times  greater  among  unvaccinated  children  in  the  same  age 
group  than  in  the  vaccinated  Accordingly,  the  Government  in 
conjunction  with  certain  of  the  principal  manufacturers  in 
this  country  proceeded  to  the  preparation  of  a British  vaccine 
using  a suitable  British  strain  of  virus  Local  authorities 
were  asked  to  make  arrangements  whereby  the  vaccine  was  made 
available  to  children  in  age  groups  selected  by  the  Department 
of  Health  and  it  was  made  clear  from  the  outset  that  the 
amount  of  vaccine  available  in  the  first  place  would  be  for 
only  a small  proportion  of  the  children  in  the  selected  age 
groups  The  age  groups  selected  were  children  born  between 
1947  and  1954  inclusive.  The  necessary  arrangements  to  publicise 
vaccination  over  and  above  the  national  publicity  campaign 
were  accordingly  made  and  parents  of  children  within  these  age 
groups  were  given  the  opportunity  of  signing  consent  forms 
which  were  returned  to  the  Public  Health  Department  In  due 
course  small  quantities  of  the  vaccine  began  to  arrive  and 
vaccination  proceeded  to  be  carried  out  by  the  district  medical 
officers  each  in  their  own  area  The  number  of  children  who 
registered  by  7th  April,  1956,  was  2,637.  Vaccination  in  its 
initial  stages  was,  on  the  direction  of  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland,  confined  to  those  who  had  registered  by 
that  date.  Any  consent  forms  received  later  were  registered  to 
'i  be  dealt  with  subsequent  to  completion  of  immunisation  in  the 
first  group  The  number  of  children  who  had  received  two 
inoculations  (the  complete  course)  by  the  end  of  1956  was  344 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Report  by  Dr.  J.T.W.  Reid. 

The  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow  combines  with  the  County 
Council  for  the  operation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Service  The 
total  population  served  is  158,168  made  up  by  the  County 
population  of  135,144  and  the  Port  Glasgow  population  of 
23,024.  104  pulmonary  notifications  were  received  for  the 
County,  showing  a decrease  of  30  from  last  years  figure,  and 
7 notifications  were  received  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
a decrease  of  13  For  the  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow,  31  pulmonary 
cases  were  notified  and  3 non-pulmonary.  showing  a decrease 
from  1955  of  7 and  2 notifications  respectively  For  the  County 
this  is  the  smallest  number  of  pulmonary  notifications  received 
since  1938  when  the  figure  was  87  The  incidence  rate  of 
notifications  is  77  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  the 
lowest  incidence  over  the  past  40  years  and  is  half  of  what  it 
was  in  1914  For  the  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow  the  incidence  per 
1,000  of  the  population  is  1 34  which  is  the  lowest  incidence 
rate  for  the  past  19  years.  In  the  County  there  were  16  deaths 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  7 in  Port  Glasgow  This  gives 
an  incidence  rate  of  13  per  thousand  of  the  population  for 
the  County  and  a rate  of  3 for  the  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow 
These  incidence  rates  are  the  lowest  recorded  over  the  past  25 
years  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  fall  in  the  incidence  and 
mortality  of  tuberculosis,  which  has  been  brought  about  by 
many  factors,  better  housing  better  working  conditions 
general  improvement  in  diet  the  follow-up  of  contacts  with 
x-ray  examination  and  the  giving  of  B C G the  extended  x-ray 
facilities  at  Chest  Clinics  and  the  increased  demand  by 
general  practitioners  for  x-ray  examination  of  their  patients, 
the  improvements  and  advances  in  treatment  both  medical  and 
surgical  All  these  are  supporting  weapons  in  the  campaign 
against  Tuberculosis 

The  following  Tables  show  the  incidence  of  the  pulmonary 
and  non-pulmonary  forms  - in  Table  A over  the  past  seven 
years  and  in  Table  B over  the  period  since  1930  Table  C 
gives  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  of  Notified  Cases  in 
their  respective  areas  in  the  County  together  with  the  number 
of  notifications  for  1956 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  FOR  SEVEN  YEARS 
TABLE  A. 


(a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

County, 

106 

108 

96 

71 

95 

64 

49 

Burghs 

Renfrew, 

47 

23 

27 

22 

21 

16 

l 1 

Johns  tone , ... 

32 

31 

39 

37 

26 

25 

15 

Barrhead , ... 

32 

41 

19 

15 

25 

18 

15 

Gourock , ... 

23 

22 

23 

17 

15 

11 

14 

Port  Glasgow  .... 

38 

75 

84 

58 

51 

38 

31 

278 

300 

288 

220 

233 

172 

135 

(b) 

Non-Pu l monary 

Tuberculosis 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

County , 

13 

19 

7 

12 

10 

6 

4 

Burghs 

Rent  rew  , ... 

2 

2 

2 

7 

6 

4 

" 

Johnstone,  . . . 

3 

1 

2 

4 

8 

6 

1 

Barrhead,  . . . 

6 

2 

2 

3 

4 

4 

1 

Gourock , ... 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Port  G1 asgow , . . . 

6 

7 

7 

2 

7 

5 

3 

32 

32 

23 

29 

36 

25 

10 

12 


TABLE  B. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

i 


Pu l monary 

Tubercu losis 

Non-Pu Imonary 

Tubercu  losii 

County 

Port  Glasgow 

County 

Port  Glasgow 

1930 

72 

25 

41 

10 

1931 

90 

38 

61 

17 

1932 

96 

21 

54 

8 

1933 

122 

20 

52 

11 

1934 

111 

35 

42 

14 

1935 

90 

18 

33 

13 

1936 

111 

20 

40 

11 

1937 

105 

18 

34 

10 

1938 

87 

28 

35 

6 

1939 

108 

29 

44 

8 

1940 

125 

25 

40 

11 

1941 

171 

29 

50 

5 

1942 

134 

38 

37 

8 

1943 

201 

38 

43 

12 

1944 

183 

34 

47 

5 

1945 

267 

41 

47 

15 

1946 

183 

40 

30 

5 

1947 

192 

45 

39 

10 

1948 

200 

41 

42 

6 

1949 

202 

58 

35 

5 

1950 

240 

38 

30 

2 

1951 

225 

75 

25 

7 

1952 

204 

84 

16 

7 

1953 

162 

58 

27 

2 

1954 

182 

51 

29 

7 

1955 

134 

38 

20 

5 

1956 

104 

31 

7 

3 

13 


TABLE  C. 

REGISTER  OF  CASES 

The  Tables  given  below  show  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  of  Notified  Cases. 


Total  Number 
on  Register. 

New  Cases 
during 

Notified 

1956. 

Pa 

1 monary 

Non- 

Pu  Imonary 

Pu  Imonary  P 

N on- 

u l monary 

County 

Landward 

414 

25 

49 

4 

Burgh 

of 

Renfrew 

124 

1 4 

11 

- 

Burgh 

of 

J ohns  t one 

194 

22 

15 

1 

Burgh 

of 

Barrhead 

121 

14 

15 

1 

Burgh 

0 f 

Gourock 

1 16 

10 

14 

1 

Burgh 

of 

Port  Glasgow 

3 20 

39 

31 

3 

1 , 289 

124 

135 

10 

DISPENSARY  SERVICE  As  explained  in  last  year' s Report,  the 
Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  are  now  operating  their 
dispensary  service  in  three  centres,  viz: - Paisley,  Greenock 
and  Giffnock,  and  the  patients  from  the  various  areas  have 
their  own  days  when  they  can  attend  the  clinics,  . - 


Pais l ey  Chest 
Clinic 


Tuesday  morning: 
Tuesday  afternoon: 
Wednesday  morning: 


Burgh  of  Renfrew  and 
surrounding  area 

Burgh  of  Barrhead  and 
surrounding  area 

Burgh  of  Johnstone  and 
surrounding  area 


Greeno ck  Ches t 
Clinic 


Tuesday  morning: 
Thursday  morning: 


Burghs  of  Gourock  and 
Inver  k ip 

Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow 


Giffnock  Ches t 
Clinic 


Wednesday  afternoon, 
and  alternate  Pr  iday 
a fternoons . 
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The  Local  Health  Authority  clinics  still  continue  to 
function  Advice  on  prevention  is  given  to  the  patient  and 
social  problems  are  discussed  with  medical  officers  and  health 
visitors  For  the  past  three  years  the  County  medical  and 
nursing  staff  have  been  conducting  the  contact  clinics,  which 
comprise  skin  testing  and  the  administration  of  B C G vaccine 
to  children  under  15  years  of  age  and  to  any  person  over  that 
age  who  wishes  B C G„  . The  health  visitor  arranges  for  the 
x-ray  examinations  of  the  contacts.  From  the  135  notifications 
received,  765  contacts  were  examined  458  under  15  years  were 
tuberculin  tested  and  of  this  number  382  received  B C, G The 
total  number  of  attendances  at  the  clinics  made  by  the  contacts 
amounted  to  1,607  189  new  bom  babies,  who  were  not  contacts,  ; 

were  given  B.C  G,  on  the  request  of  the  parents 

Where  it  is  still  considered  necessary  to  have  children 
in  isolation  from  the  source  of  infection  while  they  are 
developing  their  immunity  following  B C G vaccination, 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  these  children  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland  or  Crosslet  House.  Dumbarton. 
The  usual  period  of  residence  varies  from  four  to  six  weeks, 
The  number  admitted  to  Crosslet  House  this  year  was  2 

HOME  VISITING  During  the  year  the  health  visitors  paid 
3,433  visits  to  the  homes  of  tubercular  patients,  (2,960  were 
paid  to  County  homes  and  473  to  homes  in  Port  Glasgow) 

AFTER-CARE  OF  TUBERCULOSIS:  Under  the  National  Health  Service 

(Scotland)  Act.  1947,  Section  27,  local  health  authorities  are 
empowered  to  make  arrangements  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
tuberculosis  and  for  the  care  and  after-care  and  rehabilitation 
of  those  suffering  from  the  disease  In  the  County  8 people 
received  assistance  with  bed  and  bedding  at  a cost  of  £79,  4. 9d 
and  two  pints  of  milk  daily  were  supplied  free  of  charge  to 
101  convalescent  patients  at  a cost  of  approximately  £1  18.9c 
a month  per  patient  In  the  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow  no  assistance 
was  asked  for  bed  and  bedding,  but  milk  was  supplied  to  f 
patients  Approximately  one-quarter  of  the  cost  of  the  bed  anc 
bedding  was  recovered  from  the  patients  Those  who  are  unablf 
to  meet  part  of  the  cost  receive  an  allowance  from  the  Nations] 
Assistance  Board 
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HOUSING:  The  Housing  Authorities  in  the  County  and  Small 
Burghs  allocated  fourteen  houses  to  families  where  members 
suffered  from  open  tuberculosis.  In  Port  Glasgow  the  number  of 
houses  so  allocated  was  eleven.  In  all,  25  houses  were  provided 
between  several  authorities  as  against  24  in  the  previous 
year. 


VACCINATION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  AGAINST  TURERCULOSIS:  For  the 

sixth  year  in  succession  the  scheme  of  vaccination  in  Renfrew- 
shire schools  was  carried  out  The  skin  testing  and  reading  of 
results  and  the  vaccination  itself  were  carried  out  as  formerly 
by  the  school  medical  staff.  In  every  case  the  family  doctor 
of  each  child  tested  and  immunised  was  informed  of  the  testing 
its  result  and  of  any  subsequent  vaccination  The  acceptance 
rate  in  the  County  was  76.7%,  a decrease  of  1.4%  from  last- 
year,  while  in  Port  Glasgow  it  was  63.2%,  a decrease  of  4% 
from  the  previous  year.  Of  the  children  tested.  70%  in  the 
County  and  66%  in  the  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow  were  found  to  have 
a negative  reaction  and  required  protection  by  vaccination 
This  is  similar  to  what  was  found  last  year  in  the  County,  but 
a decrease  of  9%  amongst  the  Port  Glasgow  children. 

B. C.  G.  Vaccination  of  School  Children  - Session  1956-  57. 

(Children  born  between  1.9.1942  and  31  8.1943). 

Coun ty 

(Landward  8r  Port 

Small  Burghs)  Glasgow 

October  - December  

iPre-Vaccination  Testing. 


No. 

of  Leavers  towhomB.C.  G.  was  offered 

1,  367 

395 

No. 

of  Acceptances 

1, 049  = 76. 7% 

250  ; 63. 2% 

No. 

of  Acceptances  who  were  contacts 

40 

10 

No. 

of  Absentees  and  left 

72 

9 

No. 

given  1/  1000  Mantoux  (PPD(S)) 
and  read 

937 

231 

No. 

Mantoux  Positive 

275  « 29  3% 

65  - 28. 2% 

No. 

Mantoux  Negative 

662  = 70.7% 

166  - 66. 8% 

No. 

given  B.  C.  G. 

660 

164 

B.  C. 

G.  not  given  on  account  of  clinical 
reas ons 

_ 

_ 

January  - April,  1957 

post- Vaccination  Test  1/1000  Mantoux  (PPD(S) ) , 


No.  of  Children  Tested 

180 

Percentage  of  Children  Tested 

21.  8% 

No.  Mantoux  1/1000  Positive 

175 

No.  of  Children  tested  but  absent  at  reading  5 
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RESEARCH:  The  B C G. /Vole  Study  at  the  Orphan  Homes  commenced 
in  September,  1951,  and  was  continued  during  the  following 
years.  This  is  the  last  year  of  the  Study  and  a third  paper 
will  be  prepared.  Two  have  already  been  published. 


MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY : During  five  months  of  the  year, 
the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  visited  factories  in  Port 
Glasgow,  Hillington  and  Thornliebank.  10,726  workers  availed 
themselves  of  this  service.  64  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
active  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  183  from  inactive  tuberculosis 
and  68  known  cases  were  also  examined.  The  findings  show  the 
incidence  of  probable  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  to  remain 
a little  higher  than  in  many  areas  outwith  Glasgow  All  those 
examined  by  full-sized  films  were  informed  of  the  findings  and 
their  family  doctors  received  a medical  report  on  the  x-ray 
findings. 
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CONVALESCENT  NOME  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

The  local  authority  continues  to  make  a contribution  to 
the  work  of  the  Glasgow  and  District  Coast  Homes  at  Saltcoats 
and  in  return  has  the  privilege  of  sending  mothers  and  children 
under  5 years  for  convalescence  to  the  Homes  at  Saltcoats 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

In  last  year’ s Annual  Report  a brief  description  was 
given  of  the  inauguration  of  the  service  whereby  a chiropodist 
attends  at  clinics  throughout  the  County  where  elderly  persons 
may  obtain  help  with  foot  disabilities.  Prom  its  inception  the 
scheme  was  a success  and  in  each  area  where  it  was  operating 
it  was  not  long  before  waiting  lists  were  built  up  and  there 
was  some  delay  in  providing  services  There  was  a demand  from 
areas  not  receiving  the  service  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
County  Council  decided  to  appoint  a second  chiropodist  who 
took  up  duty  towards  the  end  of  the  year  There  is  no  doubt 
that  there  is  ample  work  for  two  chiropodists  and  it  will  be 
interesting  to  see  to  what  extent  the  second  appointment  meets 
the  requirements  of  the  area. 

During  the  year  657  persons  received  treatment  and  2.878 
treatments  were  given 


HOME  ACCIDENTS 

An  increasing  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  prevention 
of  accidents  in  the  home  Statistical  evidence  shows  that  the 
two  principal  age  groups  concerned  are  children  under  5 years 
and  adults  over  65  years,  and  propaganda  is  directed  parti- 
cularly towards  these  two  groups  At  Child  Welfare  centres 
suitable  posters  and  leaflets  from  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Accidents  are  made  available  and  teaching  on 
this  subject  is  emphasised  by  the  health  visitors  on  their 
visits  to  homes,  while  literature  will  be  made  available  to 
told  people’s  welfare  associations  and  old  age  pensioners' 
^associations  suitably  directed  towards  the  particular  pitfalls 
•which  await  old  people  such  for  example  as  accidents  with  gas 
taps  and  falls  due  to  difficult  stairways,  loose  carpets  and 
•such  dangers. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


Report  by  Dr.  S.  Thomson. 


The  following  Table  shows  details  of  births  registered 
and  notified  within  the  County. 


Number 
Regis tered 


Number 

Notified 


3 

6 


be 

OJ 


CJ 

S 


bO 

0) 


«0 

-C 

■vj 

V. 

•m* 

CC 


Co 

-C 

■w 

k. 


QQ 


CO 


-Q 

-C 

c e 

w 

C O 

k. 

•M 

as 

a 

£ 

4* 

c be 

3 3 

•M  C 

•p* 

o 

•M 

o 

k. 

a.  CO 

•M 

c r: 

CO  k. 

6 

v. 

O 3 

O 

o 

55^ 

G3 

County 

Landward 

1,  218 

33 

1.  251 

23 

371 

471 

491 

23 

Burgh 

of 

Renf  rew 

3 15 

3 

318 

7 

80 

165 

79 

8 

Bur  gh 

0 f 

Johnstone 

313 

15 

328 

1 1 

119 

153 

70 

11 

Burgh 

of 

Barrhead 

311 

4 

315 

5 

79 

166 

80 

6 

Burgh 

of 

Gour  ock 

154 

2 

156 

2 

1 

52 

102 

2 

2.311 

57 

2,  368 

48 

650  ] 

L . 007 

822 

50 

Burgh  of 
Port  Glasgow 

517 

14 

531 

19 

119 

262 

160 

19 

STILL- BIRTHS : 

There  were  48  still- births  registered  in  1956  as  compared 
with  67  in  1955  The  still-birth  rate  was  20,  that  for  all 
Scotland  being  24  Congenital  malformation  of  the  foetus  remains 
the  chief  cause  of  still-birth.  12  cases  as  compared  with  13  in 
1955  There  is  a reduction  in  the  still-births  due  to  ante-partum 
haemoiihage  but  an  increase  in  those  due  to  toxaemia  and 
eclampsia 


S ti l l - Ri r ths 
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The  causes  of  the  still-births  are  summarised  below:  - 


Diseases  and  conditions  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth  - 
Toxaemia  ...  ...  . g 

Ec lamps ia  . . . ...  ...  ^ 

Antepartum  haemorrhage  ...  5 

Difficulties  in  labour 

Prolonged  labour  ...  ...  j 

Malposition  of  foetus  ...  1 


Placental  and  cord  conditions 
Placenta  praevia  ... 

Placental  insufficiency 
Placenta  infarct  ... 

Placental  degeneration 
Tors  ion  of  cord  . . 

Prolapse  of  cord  . . . 


1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 


Birth  injury 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ...  ...  1 


Congenital  malformation  of  foetus  ...  12 

Diseases  of  foetus  and  ill-defined  causes  - 

I nt r a : ut e r ine  death  cause  unknown  6 

Prematur ity  ...  ...  2 


INFANT  MORTALITY: 


Number  of 
Bir ths 

Number  of 
Dea ths 

Rate  per 
1 , 000  Bir ths 

County 

Landward 

1,251 

26 

20 

Burgh 

of 

P.  e n f r e w 

318 

10 

3 1 

Burgh 

of 

Johnstone 

328 

11 

33 

Bu  r gh 

0 f 

Barrhead 

315 

9 

28 

Burgh 

of 

Gour  ock 

156 

2 

13 

2.  368 

58 

24 

Burgh  of 

Port  Glasgow  531  9 17 
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PERINATAL  MORTALITY: 

Perinatal  deaths  are  obtained  by  combining  still-births 
and  neonatal  deaths.  Attention  has  recently  been  focused  on 
this  mortality  as  giving  a complete  picture  of  foetal  loss 
before,  during  and  soon  after  birth.  The  perinatal  mortality 
(i.e.  number  of  still-births  and  neonatal  deaths  per  1,000 
births)  for  the  last  five  years  is  given  below 


County  Scotland 


1952 

• • • 

53 

48 

1953 

. . • 

. . . 

37 

44 

1954 

. . . 

. . . 

46 

46 

1955 

. • . 

. . . 

47 

44 

1 956 

38 

42 

INFANT  DEATHS: 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  (excluding  Port 
Glasgow)  is  24  This  rate  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded  The  rate 
for  the  whole  of  Scotland  is  28  6 The  fall  in  infant  mortality 
is  due  to  a reduction  in  the  deaths  between  the  ages  of  1 and 
12  months  The  number  of  neonatal  deaths  remains  the  same  as 
in  1955  The  distribution  of  infant  deaths  in  age  groups  is  as 
follows: - 


Age  under  1 day 
1 day  to  3 days 

3 days  to  l week 

1 week  to  4 weeks 

1-6  months 
6 - 12  months 


16 

18 

4 

4 

13 

3 


Prematurity  whether  alone  or  associated  with  other 
conditions  accounts  for  more  than  one  third,  and  congenital 
malformation  for  almost  one  fifth,  of  the  infant  deaths  In 
many  cases  the  cause  of  the  premature  birth  remains  unknown 
but  maternal  anaemia  and  toxaemia  appear  to  play  an  important 
part  Of  the  neonatal  deaths  2 died  at  home,  37  in  hospital  and 
3 in  nursing  homes.  As  can  be  seen  from  the  Table  above  most 
of  these  deaths  occur  in  the  first  three  days  of  life  4 
children  all  aged  between  1 and  6 months  were  found  dead  in 
theii  cots  In  all  cases  death  was  attributed  to  inhalation  of 
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vomit,  in  one  associated  with  gastro-enteritis  All  these 
babies  were  artificially  fed.  Of  the  16  deaths  from  4 weeks  to 
1 year  the  type  of  feeding  was  known  in  15  and  of  these  infants 
only  2 were  breast  fed 

The  various  causes  of  the  infant  deaths  are  set  out 
below  : - 


Certified  Caus e of  Death. 

Birth  to 
4 weeks. 

4 weeks  to 
1 2 mon ths. 

Total  Dea ths 
under  1 year. 

P rema  t ur i ty , ...  ... 

7 

7 

Prematurity  wi  th  A tel  ectas  is . 

7 

- 

7 

Prematurity  with  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage,  ...  ... 

3 

_ 

3 

Prematurity  with  Pneumonia, 

3 

- 

3 

Congenital  Malformations, 

5 

6 

11 

Asphyxia  and  Atelectasis, 

3 

- 

3 

Accidental  .Asphyxia, 

- 

3 

3 

Birth  Injury, 

8 

- 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms),... 

2 

- 

2 

Septicaemia 

1 

1 

2 

Gastro-enteritis, 

- 

4 

4 

Mening i t is , ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Erythroblastosis,  ... 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Causes , • • • ... 

1 

1 

2 

42 

16 

58 

DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN,  1 - 5 YEARS. 

In  this  age  group  there  were  5 deaths  For  the  first 
time  for  some  years  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  home  accidents 
2 deaths  were  due  to  infection  (1  pneumococcal  and  1 menin- 
gococcal meningitis)  and  1 each  to  fibrocystic  disease  of 
pancreas,  congenital  hydrocephalus  and  malignant  tumour  No 
deaths  in  this  age  group  or  in  infants  were  due  to  tuberculosis 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

During  1956  there  was  one  maternal  death.  It  occurred  at 
home  The  certified  cause  of  death  was  Puerperal  Embolism 
Following  Delivery  This  represents  a maternal  mortality  rate 
of  0 41  per  1,000  births  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  0.5  per 
1 , 000  births 


ANTE- NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS: 

The  work  of  these  clinics  continued  to  be  carried  out  as 
in  former  years  and  the  Health  Department,  under  arrangements 
made  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  is  still  responsible 
for  the  booking  of  cases  for  admission  to  Thornhill  Hospital 
and  the  Rankin  Memorial  Maternity  Hospital  and  also  for  the 
ante-natal  care  of  the  mothers  so  booked  There  is  still  the 

l 

same  pressure  on  hospital  accommodation  and  it  is  impossible 
to  admit  to  hospital  all  those  who  make  application.  Accordingly 
the  scheme  for  priority  bookings  based  on  medical  and  obstetric 
conditions  and  on  social  conditions  continued  to  be  the 
criterion  by  which  each  application  was  judged 

The  valuable  work  of  the  two  mothercraft  teachers  in 
giving  mothercraft  instruction  and  preparation  for  the  forth- 
coming confinement  was  an  integral  part  of  the  ante-natal 
clinics  and  particular  attention  is  paid  not  only  to  prepara- 
tion for  breast  feeding  but  also  to  relaxation  exercises  and 
the  cultivation  of  an  attitude  of  mind  aimed  at  achieving 
natural  childbirth 

Routine  X-ray  examination  of  the  chest  in  mothers 
attending  the  ante-natal  clinics  continues.  During  the  year 

760  mothers  were  examined  from  the  County  and  248  from  Port 

Glasgow 
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The  Tables  given  below  show  the  work  done  at  the  Ante- 
Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 


Number  of 
Expectant  Mothers 


ANTE- NATAL  CLINICS 


Centre 


Barrhead , ...  ...  194 
Giffnock,  ...  ...  150 
Gourock , ...  ...  143 
Johnstone,  ...  ...  464 
Renfrew , ...  . . 217 


Total,  ...  1 , 168 


Total  Number  of 
Att endances . 


1,182 
684 
785 
2,  802 
1,090 


6 , 543 


Port  Glasgow, 


383 


1,  996 


POST-NATAL  CLINICS 
Centre 

Number  of  Mothers 

Total 

A ttendances 

Barrhead , ...  ... 

53 

55 

Giffnock , ... 

63 

65 

Gourock,  ...  ... 

37 

42 

Johns  tone,  ... 

192 

215 

Renfrew,  ...  ... 

40 

45 

Total , ... 

385 

422 

Port  Glas  gow , . . 

77 

81 

DENTAL  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS. 
During  the  year  288  expectant  and 

nursing  mothe 

obtained  dentures  under  the  County  Council’s  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  dentures. 


RENTAL  CARE  OF  PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN: 

During  the  year  41  children  were  inspected  and  treated 
by  the  County  Council’s  dental  surgeons  Unfortunately,  owing 
to  shortage  of  dental  staff  and  illness  of  some  of  those 
undertaking  this  work,  the  number  of  sessions  available  was 
much  less  than  had  been  hoped. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES : 

Since  this  part  of  the  Report  requires  reference  to  the 
numbers  attending  in  Port  Glasgow,  who  combine  voluntarily 
with  the  County  Council  for  maternal  and  child  welfare  services, 
it  would  be  fitting  here  to  record  that  in  May  the  old  clinic 
in  King  Street,  which  was  converted  from  two  dwellinghouses, 
was  closed  and  new  clinic  premises  at  Glenpark  situated  at  the 
western  end  of  the  Burgh  were  opened  for  service.  The  new 
premises  stand  in  a large  mansion  house  with  an  imposing 
situation  and  provide  accommodation  for  maternal  and  child 
welfare  services  and  for  school  dental  services.  Conveniently 
situated  in  the  same  building  are  the  offices  of  the  Welfare 
Services  Officer  and  the  Children’s  Officer  for  the  Burgh  and, 
since  there  is  from  time  to  time  consultation  between  these 
officials  with  the  district  medical  officer,  the  new  arrange- 
ment is  suitable  from  that  point  of  view. 


The  Table  given  below  shows  the  work  done  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Centres  and  the  Toddlers'  Clinics. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES: 


Barrhead 
Bridge  of 
Weir 
Bus  by 
Clarkston 
Eaglesham 
Gif fnock 
Gourock 
Johnstone 
Kilmacolm 
Linwood 
Lochwinnoch 
Neilston 
Ren  frew 


2 sessions  weekly 

1 session  fortnightly 
1 session  fortnightly 
1 session  fortnightly 
1 session  fortnightly 
1 session  weekly 

1 session  weekly 

2 sessions  weekly 

1 session  fortnightly 
1 session  fortnightly 
1 session  fortnightly 
1 session  fortnightly 

3 sessions  weekly 

Total,  ... 


Port  Glasgow 

• King  Street  2 sessions  weekly 
"oodhall  i session  weekly 

Total , . . . 


As  from  May,  held  in  Glenpark 


A t tending 


To  tal 

A ttendances 


Under  Over  Under  Over 
1 year  i year  1 year  1 year 


282 

123 

2,  267 

632 

77 

39 

316 

109 

63 

19 

444 

151 

122 

20 

934 

172 

57 

38 

487 

293 

238 

76 

1,  468 

335 

204 

36 

1,775 

116 

318 

46 

1,  840 

77 

37 

19 

189 

33 

55 

14 

341 

59 

38 

12 

297 

112 

71 

28 

511 

169 

275 

10 

1, 939 

64 

1,837 

480 

12, 808 

2,322 

244 

45 

1,  586 

155 

102 

30 

495 

73 

346 

75 

2,  081 

228 

25 


TODDLERS’  CLINICS: 


Johns  tone, 
Ren  f rew , 


A t tending 


To  tal 

A t tendances 


181  496 

204  369 


Tota 1 , 


385 


865 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Coun ty 

Number  of  cases  notified  by 
Medical  Practitioners. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  sought  by  Midwives.  5 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Medical 
aid  wassought  by  Health  Visitors. 

Number  of  cases  where  infection 
was  gonococcal 

Number  of  cases  treated  in 
Residential  Institutions. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  there 
was  appreciable  loss  of  vision. 


Port  Glasgow 


2 


HEALTH  VISITING . 

The  establishment  for  Health  Visitors  is  not  entirely 
met  by  fully  trained  Health  Visitors  and  the  deficiency  is 
made  up  by  temporary  Health  Visitors,  who  are  State  Registered 
Nurses  without  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 


Number 

of  home 

visi ts 
Coun ty 

made  by 

Health  Visitors 
Port  Gl 

as  row 

No. visited  Total  Visits 

No. visi ted 

Total  Visits 

Infants  under 

1 year. 

4.068 

13,375 

888 

3,  253 

Children  (1-5 

years). 

5.  049 

15, 468 

1,  113 

2,  970 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

271 

320 

52 

88 

Special  Visits 

124 

276 

38 

83 

Totals. 

9,  512 

29, 439 

2,091 

6,  394 
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WELFARE  FOQlfs ;> 

This  is  the  term  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  for 
National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice  and  Vitamin 
A,  & D,  tablets  which  are  issued  free  or  at  a reduced  price 
to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five.  The 
distribution  of  welfare  foods  is  undertaken  by  local  author- 
ities under  Section  22  (Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children) 
of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947.  There 
are  23  distribution  centres  in  the  County,  many  of  which  are 
staffed  by  voluntary  workers.  A word  of  thanks  is  due  to  these 
ladies  for  their  valuable  services 
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MIDWIFERY: 

The  Midwifery  Service  in  the  County  was  provided  partly 
by  a staff  of  domiciliary  midwives  and  partly  by  those  district 
nurses  who  also  undertake  midwifeiy  55  State  Certified  Midwives 
gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  midwifery  during 
1956  in  the  County  area  and  6 in  Port  Glasgow 

Of  the  confinements  during  the  year  of  mothers  normally 
resident  in  the  County  42  per  cent  (1,007  births)  took  place 
at  home  In  Port  Glasgow  the  proportion  was  somewhat  higher 
viz;-  48  per  cent  (262  births)  The  Table  on  page  28  shows  the 
arrangements  made  for  attendance  on  these  domiciliary  con- 
finements 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  home  confinements  both  in 
the  County  and  Port  Glasgow  is  due  to  the  shortage  of  nursing 
staff  in  the  maternity  hospitals  in  the  area  Cases  whose 
admission  to  hospital  would  be  justified  on  social  grounds 
have  had  to  be  delivered  at  home  Also  many  hospital  cases  are 
now  discharged  7 or  8 days  after  confinement  and  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  County  Council  midwives  and  district  nurses 
to  attend  these  mothers  and  babies  until  the  end  of  the 
puerperium  This  has  meant  considerable  additional  work  and  to 
help  with  this  permission  was  granted  by  the  County  Council 
for  an  additional  midwife  to  be  engaged  in  Johnstone  and  in 
Barrhead 

Ihe  use  of  analgesia  in  childbirth  by  the  administration 
of  nitrous  oxide  and  air  was  made  available  through  the  staff 
of  midwives  and  district  nurse  midwives  all  of  whom  are  trained 
in  the  use  of  the  apparatus  The  apparatus  is  not  used  in 
every  case,  many  doctors  preferring  to  give  analgesia  by  other 
drugs,  but  the  large  majority  of  the  patients  receiving  this 
method  of  analgesia  profess  to  having  experienced  considerable 
relief  with  it.  The  number  of  mothers  receiving  nitrous  oxide 
and  air  analgesia  during  the  year  was  294  (150  County  and  144 
Port  Glasgow) 

The  Chief  Constable  has  again  granted  facilities  in  the 
Small  Burghs  and  in  Port  Glasgow  for  apparatus  to  be  kept  at 
Police  Stations 
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DOMICILIARY  CASES: 


National  Health  Service 


Midwives  employed 
by  Local  Authority. 


Coun ty 

Doctor  engaged  and  present 
at  confinement,  ...  ...  360 

Doctor  engaged  but  not  present 
at  confinement,  ...  ...  618 

Midw if e alone , ...  ... 


Port  Glasgow 


15 


247 


Tota  Is  , 


978 


262 


Private  Cases  ; - 

Private  practising  Midwives . 

County  Port  Glasgow 

Doctor  and  midwife  engaged,..  29 

Midwife  alone,  no  doctor 
engaged , ...  ... 

29 


Totals , 
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HOME  NURSING: 

The  service  of  Home  Nursing  provides  for  the  care  and 
nursing  in  their  homes  of  cases  of  illness  at  the  request  of 
the  family  doctor  This  work  is  carried  out  by  district  nurses 
in  the  whole-time  employment  of  the  local  authority.  Some  of 
these  district  nurses  in  addition  to  their  home  nursing  duties 
also  act  as  domiciliary  midwives.  The  Table  below  gives 
details  of  the  nursing  service  in  each  area  and  the  number  of 
visits  paid  during  the  year.  Areas  where  the  district  nurse 
has  a dual  duty  are  marked  by  an  asterisk 


District 


No „ of  No.  of 

Nurses  Visits 


* Barrhead  2 

* Bishopton  1 

* Bridge  of  Weir  1 

Busby  1 

* Clarkston  2 

* Eaglesham  1 

* Gourock  2 

* Houston  1 

* How  wood  1 

* Inverkip  1 

* Johnstone  3 

* Kilmacolm  1 

* Lochwinnoch  1 

* Neilston  2 

* Newton  Mearns  1 

* Renfrew  2 

* Thornliebank  1 

Port  Glasgow  3 


3,  220 
1 , 753 
1 . 784 

2.  754 
3,435 
1,  735 

3.  168 
1,  268 
1,690 
1 , 880 
5 ,059 
1.  426 
1,  854 
2,711 
1,  087 
2,485 

981 
9,  957 


27 


48, 247 


Average  number  of  Patients 


attended  each  month, 


2 27. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  demand-  upon  the  service  continues.  The  service 
provides  for  help  in  maternity  cases,  cases  of  illness  and  for 
the  aged  and  infirm.  At  the  end  of  the  year  28  helps  were 
employed  During  the  year  389  cases  were  assisted,  the  usual 
period  of  help  being  2 to  3 weeks  Of  these,  172  were  maternity 
cases,  113  cases  of  illness  (including  7 tuberculosis  cases) 
and  104  cases  were  aged  and  infirm. 


NURSERIES  AND  CHILD-MINDERS ' REGULATION  ACT,  1968: 

There  was  no  action  required  during  the  year  under  this 
Act  There  are  no  nurseries  registered  in  the  area  and  there 
are  no  child-minders  registered 


NURSING  HOMES. 

The  routine  visits  required  under  the  Nursing  Homes 
Regulation  (Scotland)  Act,  1938.  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  the  case  of  the  two  nursing  homes  in  the  area,  namely 
Lynnhurst  Nursing  Home  Johnstone,  which  deals  with  aged  and 
•infirm  cases,  and  the  Orchard  Park  Nursing  Home.  Giffnock, 
which  is  a maternity  home  Premises,  registers  and  records 
were  examined  and  inspected  at  these  visits,  and  no  exception 
was  taken  to  the  administration  of  the  homes  which  are  well 
conducted 

In  March.  1956.  the  Order  of  the  Good  Shepherd  opened  at 
Bishopton  Convent  the  St.  Gerard  s Home  for  Mothers  and 
Babies  This  home,  a new  building  accommodates  30  unmarried 
mothers  and  10-12  babies  and  replaces  a former  St  Gerard  s 
Home  which  was  in  Glasgow.  The  mothers  are  admitted  about  two 
months  before  the  confinement  and  stay  for  up  to  three  months 
after  the  baby  is  born  Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the 
Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  the  deliveries  to  take 
place  either  in  the  Ross  Hospital,  Paisley,  or  the  Royal 
Maternity  Hospital,  Glasgow  Ante-natal  care  is  undertaken  by 
the  sisters  in  the  home  who  are  certified  midwives  and  by  a 
local  general  practitioner  The  home  is  registered  as  a Nursing 
Home  and  inspected  routinely  in  the  usual  manner 
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PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

The  County  Council  undertake  Port  Health  administration 
at  Renfrew  Airport  on  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland.  During  the  year  the  number  of  services  from  foreign 
parts  increased  quite  considerably.  In  addition  to  the  service 
operating  from  Reykjavik  and  Copenhagen  by  Plugfelag,  a second 
service  commenced  New  York-Reykj avik-Glasgow-London  by 
Icelandic  Airlines.  In  addition  to  these,  there  were  flights 
to  and  from  France  and  certain  Scandinavian  flights  which  were 
noted  in  last  year’ s Report. 

Close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  Customs 
authorities  at  Renfrew  Airport  and  no  special  circumstances 
arose  which  require  comment.  The  present  terminal  buildings  at 
Renfrew  Airport  are  proving  too  small  for  administration 
purposes  and  plans  for  extension  are  under  consideration 
These  plans  will  provide  for  accommodation  for  the  medical 
authorities  carrying  out  health  inspection  which  is  not 
available  at  present 


FOOD  SUPPLY 

The  Report  of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  deals  in 
detail  with  the  action  taken  in  regard  to  purity  and  cleanli- 
ness of  food.  There  is  consultation  between  medical  and 
sanitary  officials  at  all  times  on  any  matters  of  joint 
interest.  No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  during  the  year 
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WELFARE  SERVICES 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Report  by  Welfare  Services  Officer. 


RESIDEN  TIAL  A CCOMUODA  TION 

Applications  for  admission  to  the  County  Council  s Old 
People1'  s Homes  during  the  past  year  have  been  as  numerous  as 
ever  Little  delay  is  met  with  in  placing  the  fairly  active 
old  person  in  a vacancy,  but  the  same  cannot  be  said  for  the 
infirm  old  person  who  lacks  mobility  The  growing  list  of  aged 
persons  who  are  frail,  and  often  mentally  impaired  and  who  are 
awaiting  admission  to  suitable  accommodation,  is  disturbing 

While  it  has  always  been  our  policy,  so  far  as  the 
County  Council's  Homes  are  concerned,  to  deal  with  the  frail 
and  infirm  aged  whenever  possible  this  standard  does  not 
obtain  with  Voluntary  Homes  who  require  (on  admission)  a 
fairly  high  standard  of  fitness 

The  staffing  of  the  County  Council"  s Homes  is.  therefore 
necessarily  on  an  adequate  scale  to  cope  with  the  many  problems 
which  arise  Costs  nevertheless,  compare  favourably  with  other 
Local  Authority  establishments  but  in  common  with  general 
trends  these  have  risen  steadily  since  the  Homes  were  opened 
The  standard  charge  now  stands  at  £5  16  8d  weekly  as  compared 
with  £4  7 6d  in  1950  (similarly  the  minimum  prescribed  charge 
has  increased  over  that  period  from  21/ -d  to  32/6d) 

No  further  progress,  in  so  far  as  building  is  concerned 
can  be  reported  on  the  new  Home  at  Gourock  Six  years  have 
passed  since  this  project  was  first  mooted.  Pordbank  and 
Newark  were  made  full  use  of  during  the  year  as  well  as  such 
other  accommodation  as  could  be  found  in  Voluntary  Homes  The 
long  awaited  improvement  and  upgrading  of  accommodation  at  the 
Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary  Annexe  Craw  Road  Paisley,  was 
undei  way  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  work  phased  over  a 
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period  of  eight  months,  should  be  complete  by  late  Autumn  of 
1957.  The  occupation  of  the  premises  while  alterations  are 
proceeding  has  in  itself  raised  problems  and  slowed  down  the 
work,  and  the  admission  of  new  cases  to  the  Residential  Wards 
has  been  considerably  restricted. 

It  is  customary  in  this  Report  to  refer  to  the  loyal  and 
painstaking  work  carried  out  by  the  Matrons  and  their  staffs 
in  the  Council’ s Old  People’ s Homes.  The  difficulties  and 
problems  among  the  old  people  are  many,  but  all  the  staff  have 
combined  during  the  year  to  make  life  for  the  aged  residents 
as  comfortable  and  as  homely  as  possible.  The  services  rendered 
by  visiting  Ministers  continues  to  be  appreciated,  as  are  the 
services  rendered  by  Voluntary  Associations  and  their  members 
providing  entertainment  for  the  residents.  The  visit  of  the 
Cinema  during  the  winter  months  to  both  Homes  is  a highlight 
of  the  winter’s  social  activities,  and  I would  record  apprecia- 
tion of  the  services  given  by  the  young  men  of  the  Y.M  C A 
who  act  as  projectionists  on  behalf  of  the  Paisley  & District 
Hospitals  Entertainments  Committee. 

Deaths  in  the  Homes  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : - 

Males  Females 

Fordbank . ...  ...  - 5 

Newark,  ...  ...  2 3 

The  Table  overleaf  shows  the  number  of  persons  for 
whom  accommodation  was  provided  at  the  beginning  and  close  of 
the  year. 
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Ins ti tu tions 

Numbers 
a t 

l/t/56 

Aclmi  tted 
during 
year 

Discharged 

during 

year 

Remaining 
a t 

31/12/56 

To  tal 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary 

Annexe , Pais  ley , 

23 

13 

19 

20 

19 

22 

23 

11 

34 

Fordbank  House, 

Mil liken  Park, 

7 

21 

" 

6 

1 

6 

6 

21 

27 

Newark  House,  Paisley, 

15 

17 

7 

5 

6 

6 

16 

16 

32 

Crookston  Home,  Glasgow, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Craigmoray  Institution, 

Elgin , ...  ... 

1 

" 

" 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Epileptic  Colony, 

Bridge  of  Weir , ... 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1 

2 

2 

4 

St.  Andrew’s  Convent, 

Hawick,  ...  ... 

- 

1 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Church  of  Scotland 
Eventide  Homes 

Eastwoodhill , Giffnock, 

2 

5 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

4 

6 

Baxter  House,  Glasgow, 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Auchinlee,  Campbeltown, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Clyde  View, Helensburgh, 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Blair  House,  Trossachs, 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Salvation  Army  Eventide 
Homes  - 

Laidlaw,  Bute,  . . . 

1 

4 

_ 

2 

_ 

2 

1 

4 

5 

Baldoran,  Milton  of 

Camps ie , . , . ... 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Methlan  Park, Dumbarton, 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Raisdale,  Barrhead,... 

1 

2 

- 

3 

- 

- 

1 

5 

6 

Gleniffer  Home,  Paisley, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Woodmailing  Eventide 

Home , Glasgow , ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Scott  House,  Glasgow, 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Ravelston  House, 

Glasgow,  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Nazareth  House, 

Card  on  aid,  ...  ... 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Belleaire  Home, 

Greenock ....  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Flanders  House,  Glasgow, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

========== 

57 

74 

27 

42 

27 

40 

57 

76 

133 
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TEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATION: 

Muirhead  House,  by  Linwood . 

Four  families  were  accommodated  against  three  discharged 
during  the  year,  leaving  eight  families  still  in  residence  at 
31st  December.  Of  the  families  admitted,  one  was  evicted  from 
a County  Council  house,  one  had  given  up  the  tenancy  of  a 
County  Council  house  because  of  arrears  of  rent  and  threatened 
eviction,  and  two  were  homeless  as  a result  of  their  inability 
to  manage  their  affairs.  All  four  families  can  be  considered 
problems,  and  their  re-housing  is  undoubtedly  going  to  present 
difficulties  in  the  future.  Of  the  three  families  discharged, 
one  was  re-housed  by  Renfrew  Town  Council,  one  by  Renfrew 
County  Council,  and  the  third  - a married  woman  separated  from 
her  husband  - was  ordered  to  leave  as  her  presence  was  no 
longer  desired.  Of  the  eight  families  accommodated  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  only  one  can  be  considered  a good  tenant  for 
re-housing.  We  have  now  been  left  with  a hard  core  of  problem 
families  for  whom  the  future  is  not  at  all  hopeful  so  far  as 
re-housing  is  concerned.  The  comparative  position  with  the 
previous  year  is  as  follows 

Adults  Dependants 

In  residence  at  31/12/55  14  24  (Seven  families) 

In  residence  at  31/12/56  17  26  (Eight  families) 

R.A.I,  Annexe „ 

The  family  in  residence  at  the  end  of  the  year  1955. 
was  re-housed  by  the  County  Council  in  October,  1956.  This 
followed  recommendations  made  to  the  Housing  Committee  by  the 
Co-ordinating  Committee  who  had  considered  all  the  relevant 
circumstances  During  the  year  a family  evicted  from  the  Gun 
Site  at  Linwood  were  accommodated  for  two-and-a-hal f months 
when  they  subsequently  found  accommodation  elsewhere  by  their 
own  efforts.  Two  mothers  with  children  were  put  up  for  one 
night  following  domestic  difficulties,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  no  families  resident  in  Temporary  Accommodation 
at  this  address.  Every  endeavour  is  now  being  made  to  limit 
admission  of  families  with  children  to  these  premises,  unless 
in  grave  circumstances,  since  it  is  a most  unsatisfactory 
environment  for  children. 
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REMOVAL  OF  PERSONS  IN  URGENT  NEED  OF  CARE; 

SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  19A8: 

Compulsory  powers  were  not  invoked  during  the  year  under 
this  section 

BURIAL  OR  CREMATION  OF  THE  DEAD 

In  terms  of  Section  50  of  the  Act,  the  bodies  of  four 
persons  were  disposed  of  by  burial  no  other  suitable  arrange- 
ments having  been  made.  These  deaths  occurred  as  follows  :- 

Dykebar  Mental  Hospital,  ...  ...  3 

Newark  Old  People’s  Home,  ...  ...  1 

WELFARE  SERVICES  FOR  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS: 

1.  Bl  ind  Persons. 

The  provision  of  transport,  employment  and  domiciliary 
services  for  this  group  continued  during  the  year  under  the 
agency  arrangements  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Local  Authorities 
in  South-West  Scotland,  the  County  Council  being  represented  at 
these  Committees  by  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Welfare  Services 
Committee  Eight  persons  from  the  County  Area  (six  males  and 
two  females)  are  employed  in  the  workshops  in  Glasgow  travel- 
ling expenses  being  met  where  necessary  by  the  County  Council 
Free  travelling  facilities  on  Glasgow  Corporation  Transport 
System  are  made  available  to  all  blind  workers  where  necessary 
and  to  certain  other  registered  blind  persons  where  circumstances 
warrant  the  cost  of  the  annual  Corporation  Pass  being  met  by 
the  County  Council  Domiciliary  services,  home  visiting, 
teaching  of  braille,  handcrafts,  provision  of  wireless,  and  the 
organisation  of  club,  social  and  recreational  facilities  are 
undertaken  by  one  female  full-time  Home  Teacher  of  the  Glasgow 
and  West  of  Scotland  Mission  to  the  Outdoor  Blind  As  referred 
to  in  the  previous  Annual  Report  services  for  all  categories 
of  handicapped  persons  are  developing  year  by  year  Considera- 
tion is  being  given  to  the  co-ordination  of  all  services  for 
handicapped  persons  and  to  this  end  the  County  Council  are 
examining  the  possibility  of  operating  a direct  service  for 
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blind  persons.  The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  Register  at 
the  close  of  the  year  was  159  (71  males  and  88  females),  an 
increase  of  16  over  the  previous  year  31  persons  were 
registered  for  the  first  time  (none  under  the  age  of  21)  The 
employment  conditions  of  persons  on  the  Register  isas  follows- 


(a)  Employed  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind,  ...  8 

( b)  Employed  elsewhere,  ...  ...  9 

(c)  Trained  but  unemployed,  ...  ...  1 

(d)  Unemployed  but  trainable,  ...  ...  3 

(e)  Not  availaele  for  employment,  ...  32 

(f)  Not  capable  of  work,  ...  ...  104 

(g)  Under  16  years  of  age,  ...  ...  2 


159 


Age  groups  of  all  blind  persons  on  the  Register  : - 


Age  Group  Males 


2 to  4 years , ...  ...  1 

5 to  15  years , ...  ... 

18  to  20  years , ...  ... 

21  to  29  years , ...  ...  1 

30  to  39  years , ...  ...  5 

40  to  49  years , ...  . ■ 10 

50  to  59  years,  ...  ...  12 

60  to  64  years , ...  ...  7 

65  to  69  years,  ...  ...  6 

70  to  79  years,  ...  ...  16 

80  to  84  years , ...  ...  6 

85  to  89  years , ...  ...  5 

90  and  over , ...  ...  2 


71 


Females 


1 

1 

4 

1 

8 

8 

6 

11 

27 

12 

4 

5 


88 


2.  (a)  Crippled  and  Other  Handicapped  Persons. 

( b)  Deaf  or  Dumb  Persons. 

Services  for  persons  in  the  first  category  continued  to 
be  provided  by  the  visiting  Occupational  Therapist  during  the 
year  There  are  89  physically  handicapped  persons  on  the 
Register  (48  males,  41  females)  Of  these,  30  are  engaged  in 
home  occupation  of  a diversional  nature  These  are  visited 
weekly  or  fortnightly,  as  circumstances  warrant,  by  the 
Occupational  Therapist.  In  addition,  regular  visits  are  paid 
to  the  two  Old  People’s  Homes  where  15  to  20  infirm  persons 
are  engaged  in  diversional  and  occupational  therapy 
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Disposal  of  articles  made  by  the  handicapped  was  effected 
during  the  year  by  private  sale  and  by  the  organising  of  a 
Sale  & Exhibition  at  Renfrew  during  the  month  of  October 
Associated  with  the  Welfare  Department  at  this  sale,  which  was 
highly  successful,  were  the  Mission  to  the  Outdoor  Blind  and 
the  Paisley  and  District  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental 
Welfare  It  is  intended  that  -this  method  of  disposal  of 
articles  made  by  the  handicapped  will  be  followed  each  year 
and  at  a different  centre  in  the  County. 

Welfare  Services  for  deaf  or  dumb  persons  were  again 
provided  by  the  Paisley  and  Greenock  Missions  on  an  agency 
arrangement  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  who  made  appropriate 
grants  for  such  services  on  a per  capita  basis  Both  Missions 
have  premises  which  provide,  in  the  main,  recreational  and 
social  facilities 

WELFARE  SERVICES  FOR  AGED  PERSONS  IN  THEIR  OWN  HOMES: 

Meals  on  Wheels  services  are  now  in  operation  inNeilston 
and  Renfrew  under  the  auspices  of  local  Old  People  s Welfare 
Committees,  andaservice  is  also  presently  under  consideration 
for  Johnstone  Meals  are  provided  through  the  Education 
Committee- s Cooking  Depots  grants  for  equipment  for  distribu- 
tion of  meals  being  made  by  the  Welfare  Services  Committee  to 
the  local  Voluntary  Organisation  dealing  with  old  people  s 
welfare  The  charge  to  the  recipients  of  meals  is  1/-,  the 
balance  of  the  cost  of  the  meal  being  paid  for  by  Voluntary 
Organisations  This  service  is  greatly  appreciated  and  the 
work  of  voluntary  helpers  in  this  connection  particularly  the 
Women  s Voluntary  Services  has  to  be  commended. 

Chiropody  services  have  expanded  under  the  Public  Health 
Department  s scheme  during  the  year  and  is  also  a service 
which  is  greatly  appreciated  by  aged  persons  both  living  at 
home  and  in  the  County  s Old  People  s Homes  Similarly  the 

Home  Help  service  is  a valuable  contribution  to  old  people 
living  at  home 

Visitation  service  continues  to  be  provided  by  the  local 
Old  People  s Welfare  Committees  in  the  County. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Report  by  the  Welfare  Services  Officer. 


Admissions  to  mental  hospitals,  arranged  by  Authorised 
Officers  throughout  the  County,  numbered  58  as  compared  with 
48  in  the  previous  year. 


Patients  were  admitted  from 

the  following 

areas  : - 

Males 

F ema l e 

First 

District  Council. 

6 

8 

Second 

District  Council , 

4 

1 

Third 

District  Counci  1 , 

1 

1 

F Our  t h 

D is  tr  ic  t Counc i 1 , 

3 

5 

Fifth 

D is  tr  ic  t Council, 

- 

3 

Burgh 

of  Barrhead, 

3 

5 

Burgh 

of  Gourock, 

3 

3 

Burgh 

of  J ohnst  one , 

3 

5 

Burgh 

of  Renfrew, 

1 

3 

24 

34 

Dykebar  Mental  Hospital  accepted  the  bulk  of  admissions 
At  no  time  during  the  year  were  we  presented  with  difficulty 
in  that  connection  but  the  following  figures  show  the  compara 
tive  position  of  other  hospitals 


Ma  l e s 


Females  Total 


Dykebar , ...  ...  . . . 14 
Riccartsbar,  ...  . . 1 
Ravenscraig,  ...  ...  5 
Hawkhead , . . . ...  . . 4 


Glasgow  Royal  Mental  Hospital, 
Woodi lee , ...  ... 

Hartwood,  ...  ... 


23 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 
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1 

9 

7 

2 

1 

1 


24  34  58 


Visitation  of  mental  patients  on  probation  and  other 
boarded-out  patients  were  carried  out  in  accordance  with 
regulations  on  behalf  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  Visita- 
tion and  medical  supervision  of  boarded-out  mental  defectives 
for  whom  the  County  Council  are  responsible  was  also  carried 
out. 


All  cases  under  guardianship  were  found  to  be  well  cared 
for  and  in  good  health 
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The  number  of  boarded-out  mental  patients  and  mental 
defectives  under  guardianship  is  as  follows  :- 

Mai  es 

(a)  Mental  Patients  - 

(Within  the  County) 

(b)  Mental  Defectives  - 

(Within  the  County)  10 

(Outwith  the  County)  2 

1 2 

Admission  of  mental  defectives  to  institutions  is  still 
attendant  with  long  waiting  periods.  The  additional  accommoda- 
tion for  male  patients  which  is  being  provided  at  Broadfield 
Institution  (Merchiston  House)  is  not  yet  available  and 
vacancies  only  arise  at  long  intervals.  2 males  and  2 females 
were  admitted  to  Institutions  during  the  year,  the  waiting 
list  at  the  close  of  the  year  numbering  12  (11  males,  1 female). 

Temporary  admissions  of  certain  acute  patients  on  the 
waiting  list  for  holiday  periods  of  two  to  four  weeks  have 
been  arranged  with  the  Paisley  and  District  Mental  Hospitals 
Board  as  in  former  years.  This  arrangement  has  enabled  parents 
to  get  some  relief  from  the  constant  strain  imposed  on  them, 

Training  and  occupation  for  mental  defectives  is  provided 
at  Centres  in  Paisley  by  the  Paisley  and  District  Voluntary 
Association  for  Mental  Welfare  acting  as  agents  for  the 
Corporation  of  Paisley  and  County  Health  Departments. 

The  new  Occupation  Centre  for  males  was  opened  for  use 
in  September  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  10  boys  from  the 
County  area  were  receiving  training.  6 girls  from  the  County 
area  were  in  attendance  at  the  Girls’  Training  Centre,  Kersland, 
at  the  close  of  the  year 

The  service  for  home-bound  defectives  is  carried  out  by 
a visiting  Instructress  operating  from  Monkshaw  and  the  number 
of  defectives  on  the  roll  from  the  County  area  who  receive 


F emal es 
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regular  visits  and  instruction  at  home  number  42,  Guides  are 
employed  in  certain  instances  to  accompany  defectives  attending 
both  Centres  and  travelling  expenses  are  paid  to  the  trainees 
where  necessary. 

Apart  from  the  work  at  the  Occupation  Centres,  the 
Voluntary  Association  maintain  detailed  records  of  all 
defectives  passing  through  the  Special  Schools,  The  contribu- 
tion which  they  make  to  this  aspect  of  Mental  Health  is  one 
which  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  two  Local  Authorities 
concerned 


APPENDIX 


Tables  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  C,  H,  J,  and  K. 


TABLE  A. — Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages  Registered  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1956. 
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TABLE  C. — Return  of  Infectious  Diseases  Cases,  1956. 


DISEASE. 


I (fipebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
H Poliomyelitis,  Acute 
P Diphtheria 
I Scarlet  Fever 
3 Erysipelas 
^Puerperal  Fever 
IPuerperal  Pyrexia 
{Encephalitis  Lethargica 
CChickenpox 

{Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
?Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculos 
{Parr  Typhoid  Fever  B 

IDysentery  

{Food  Poisoning 
S Whooping  Cough 

Measles  

Malaria  

CAcute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
eAcute  Primary  Pneumonia 
-’neumonia,  not  otherwise  notifiable 

continued  Fever  

utro-Enteritis  

iptic  Abortion  

Dther  Diseases  


Total 


Grand  Total 


No.  of  Cases  coming  to  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


8 

8 

74 

30 

2 

5 

1 

48 

23 

II 

13 

42 

59 

2 

6 
I 


I 

71 

55 

10 

4 

I 

I 

12 

13 

3 

II 
7 


379 

358 


737 


At  Age — Years 


•©  fe 
§*5 


68  — 
no 
10 
6 


10 

3 

5 

I 


w 

14 

« a 
o 3 


20 

27 


l 

41 

78 


* «o 

S§ 


9 “ 


c 


19 

9 

4 

2 

13 

30 


35 

20 


55 


20 

7 

2 

I 

23 

22 

1 

2 


I 

12 

7 


71 

89 


114 


II 

6 


§ S 

a -p 

O g 
*r  p 


31 

4 


5$ 

o a. 
co  3 


27 


125  23 


160  239 


50 


20 

29 


49 


22 

20 


42 


13 

12 


1 

20 

18 

2 


61 

26 


87 


29 

26 


55 


1 1 
a IS 
ag" 

O t,  j 

10 


i 

44 

78 

3 

I 


I 

8 

7 

52 

20 


21 

8 


53 

45 

8 

3 

I 

I 

12 

13 

3 

II 

7 


S 1 

ii 

O La 


24 

32 

7 

5 


1 

22 

10 

2 
3 


27 

15 

10 

12 

41 

56 


1 

18 

10 

2 

I 


226 

209 


435 


153 

149 


302 


to  Hospital 
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TABLE  D. — Showing  the  seasonal  distribution  over  the  year 
and  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  of  each  infectious 
disease. 


DISEASE. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nor. 

Dec. 

Total 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis  - 

1 

i 

2 

1 

i 

2 

i 

i 

... 

10 

Poliomyelitis,  Acute 

i 

2 

... 

3 

Diphtheria  .... 

... 

i 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  - - - 

34 

24 

20 

7 

24 

13 

18 

c 

12 

5 

8 

t 

178 

Erysipelas  .... 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

16 

Puerperal  Fever  - 

1 

1 

~ 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

... 

- 

... 

1 

Chickenpox  .... 

5 

9 

2 

... 

... 

16 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

9 

14 

11 

ii 

7 

n 

8 

7 

7 

11 

5 

3 

104 

Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

7 

Para  Typhoid  Fever  B.  - 

i 

... 

... 
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TABLE  E. — Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  1956. 
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TABLE  F. — Showing  the  Size  of  Houses  in  which  Cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  occurred  during  1956. 
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TABLE  H. — Diphtheria  Immunisation  Return  for  1956, 
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TABLE  J.— TUBERCULOSIS— STATISTICAL  RETURNS. 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  formally  notified  from  1st 
January,  1956,  to  31st  December,  1956  (excluding  transfers  in  by 
another  Authority). 
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(iii)  Methods  by  which  new  patients  were  discovered  to  be  suffering  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
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(v)  Hospital  Admissions  and  Discharges  (Respiratory  Tuberculosis). 

Number  of  patients  admitted  to,  discharged  from  or  dying  in  Tuberculosis 
Hospitals,  Sanatoria  or  wards  in  other  Hospitals  reserved  for  the 
treatment  of  the  tuberculous. 


55 


5.  j 

Jd 

lO 

— 

CO 

34 

26 

CO 

o 

o 

In 

on 

• — 5 

Died 

hospi 

1 

1 

Cvl 

CvJ 

vO 

1 

o 

rged 

year 

Discha 

during 

r-N 

49 

o 

u^\ 

32 

1 

143 

V. 

-a  « 
£ & 

'c  M 

E c 

m 

49 

38 

46 

CO 

145 

*2 

In  hospi 
on  Jan. 

vO 

co 

33 

CO 

''T 

OO 

1 

108 

. 

<V 

<v 

! 

3IBIAI 

«5 

E 

Lu 

Male 

cd 

E 

rV 

U- 

Male 

’ fd 

E 

<D 

U- 

<0 

V 


c 


o 

H 


56 


60 

c 

Z 

v 

<t= 


CO 

a 

s 

4= 


C/> 

05 

1 

■o 

a. 

« 

OJD 

a) 


■§ 

4= 


rt 

E 

o 

>♦- 

co 

0) 

CO 

2 


2 

<u 


bfl 

c 


■a 

co 

CO 

O 


V 

ja 

3 

> 

a. 

O 

•w 

03 

a. 

'a. 

2 

cc 

■ 

c 

o 


o E 
■2  § 


o 

H 

\r\ 

O' 

65  and 
upwards 

O'  1 

1 

1 

55  and 
under  65 

°0 

- 

l 

— 

45  and 
under  55 

^ 1 

1 

1 

V) 

a 

a 

o 

V- 

a 

35  and 
under  45 

'0 

— 

1 

— 

<£> 

00 

< 

25  and 
under  35 

1 

— 

- 

nj  cvj 

5 *“■ 
El 

3 

1 

5 and 
under  15 

**> 

— 

1 

— 

1 and 
under  5 

1 

— 

Y* 

O 

-o 

1 

1 

1 

D 

Males 

Females 

Total 

mr  fliroiM  oruasE  mm,  m-thiihto,  mmm  is  BnmMi  nm 

active  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  (excluding 
transfers  in  by  another  Authority). 


57 


Total 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

CO 

-o  ~p 

S to 
<0  | 

a 

vO  §• 

55  and 
under  65 

- 

- 

45  and 
under  55 

35  and 
under  45 

25  and 
under  35 

— 

— 

15  and 
under  25 

- 

— 

— 

— 

i r\ 

-a  — 

C ^ 

u 

^ c 
3 

1 and 
under  5 

Under 

1 

Sex 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females  [ 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

co 

V 

ea 

2 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

t 

Form 

Abdominal 

0 

So 

c 

‘2 

V 

2 

Miliary 

Tuberculosis 

'D 

C 

(0 

CO 

V 

C 

o 

CQ 

Joints 

Superficial 

Glands 

Genito  Urine 
Organs 

.c 

GO 

Total 

— 

c4 

CO 

U"5 

vd 

58 


c 

'co 

SL 

J2 

C3 

■o 

o 

g. 

o 

x: 


C8 

O 

>1 


2 w> 

0. E 

,co  3 
'o?  13 

| „ 

3 03 

3 b 

1.  « 

a> 

■Q  03 
3 £ 

I—  ~ 


°-JE 

(A  (AM 
'cO  CO  2 

>o  -o 
as  3 
C « 

^ 03  CO 

:=  I-.2 

=»  c « 
w E 2 

o c 


T3 

C 


s| 

CO  'o 
8 = 
c 

H_  03 
o 03 

- J 

IS 

£ 


(ix)  Tuberculosis  Register. 

Return  of  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December,  1956,  who  were  known  to  be 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


59 


.2 

o 

•(-> 

re 

C 

« 

CO 


C/J 


© 
o 
© c 

S O 

© ■— 
© 


■o 

« 

"S 

3 


© 

E 

o 


,E  '« 


© 

i- 

re 


c 

c 

o 

o 

c 

« 

© 

-Q 

V 3 

re 


.2 

'35 

_o 

3 

O 

i_ 

o 

J2 

3 


O 

<7i 

o 

c 

on 

re 

T3 

re 

.c 

o 

3 


I .3 

8 

09 

re 

u 


« 

> 

re 


<u 


o 

z 

3 


re 

o> 


re 

© 


i. 

o 


© 


6B 

4= 

© 


•D 

© 

■o 


© 

i- 

re 


o 

© 


Total 

O' 

CN 

u-'t 

o 

CO 

CO 

49 

1051 

65  and 
upwards 

20 

— 

— 

36 

55  and 
under  65 

63 

O 

CO 

— 

45  and 
under  55 

S 

20 

— 

CO 

35  and 
under  45 

97 

84 

Tj- 

'O 

£ 

25  and 
under  35 

137 

197 

lO 

CNJ 

351 

1 5 and 
under  25 

80 

97 

— 

o 

198 

5 and 
under  15 

40 

O' 

r-> 

CM 

78 

1 and 
under  5 

T 

rsj 

- 

r>. 

Linder 

1 

Sex 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

t 

o 

w» 

*3 

$ 

cc 

t 

o 

ta 

_ V- 

‘3 

M 

0 
a: 

1 

c 

o 

Z 

Total 

— 

cm* 

60 


TABLE  K. 

B.C.C.  VACCINATIONS  PERFORMED. 
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